Pastor’s Message
I miss not gathering with the faithful
for worship on Sunday. It is strange to
deliver what amounts to a monologue
during worship. The lack of
congregational responses, the lack of
music makes for an unsettling quiet that
is filled by the echoing of my voice in a
near-empty room.
While I am thankful that technology
can be used to spread the Gospel in
new ways via the internet, I am
reminded that technology was used in
a new way to spread the Gospel in the
1500s. Martin Luther took advantage of
the printing press and its ability to
make books affordable to write a Small
Catechism for use in people’s homes.
Luther saw the family as the primary
place of instruction for the Christian
faith. The head of the household

(typically a
father) would
teach spouse and
children the
basics of the faith
through the
Catechism.
Bible reading and
memorization of
the Catechism
were not viewed
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faith formation.
They were central to faith formation.
Worship attendance and family
instruction went hand-in-hand in
developing and sustaining faith.
We are currently deprived of the
ability to gather on Sunday morning
due to procedures aimed at minimizing
Covid-19’s spread. We aren’t deprived
of the ability to dust off our Small
Catechisms and reclaim an old practice
of faith formation- family study time in
the home.
I look forward to the day that we
can safely gather together. Gathering as
the Body of Christ for worship, study,
and fellowship is important. While the
part of the Body that is Peace Lutheran
Church is dispersed due to health
restrictions, let us utilize the tools we
already have to maintain and strengthen
our faith.

Peace Lutheran Church
3590 Lincoln Avenue
St. Joseph, MI 49085
Phone: 269-556-7000
Church Office Email:

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net

Church Website:
Peacelutheranstjoe.org

Church Office Hours:

Monday through Thursday
9 a.m.—12 p.m.

Pastoral Contact Info:
Rev. Steve Hartten
Senior Pastor
Phone: (H) 281-0307
(C) 303-638-7598

Rev. Ronald Schmidt
Staff Pastor
Phone: (H) 983-2590

Audio/Video Requests:
For Audio CD call:
Josh Lochner 429-4415
For Video DVD call:
Jim Damaske 769-3792

Weekly Worship &
Praise Opportunities:
Sunday
10:15 a.m. Worship
on Facebook Live
or

Sunday afternoon on
YouTube
(see the back page for info)

Peace Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
Monday, March 16, 2020
6:30 p.m.

Members present: Virgil Bennett, Bryan Sorensen,
Rich Steinbauer, Bev So, Barb Berry, Bob Phillips,
Herb Kroening, Mark Carpenter, Ed Zajak
Also present: Jon Kooiman, Pastor Hartten
Call to Order: Bev So called the meeting to order at
6:35 p.m.
Opening Devotion/Prayer
Pastor Hartten’s devotion was taken from 1 John 4:12.
“No one had ever seen God; but if we love one another
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”
Some questions to ask ourselves, “What are we going
to do in the face of this virus? How do we make
decisions as a whole?” Pastor Hartten ended the
devotion with a prayer.
Approval of March agenda Bryan made a motion to
approve the March agenda and Virgil seconded the
motion. The motion carried.
Approval of February 2020 minutes made via email.
Treasurer’s report
Jon Kooiman (Acct. Mgr.)
February
Actual
Budget Over/(Under)
Offerings
$12,982
$15,450 ($2,468)
Thrivent Choice $67
($67)
Soup Kitchen
$150
$33
$117
Fellowship
$130
$25
$105
Misc.
$35
($35)
Interest
$16
$16
0
Total
$13,272
$15,626 ($2,348)
Year-to-Date Actual
Offerings
$26,184
Thrivent Choice Soup Kitchen
$250
Fellowship
$184
Misc.
Interest
$32
Total
$26,650

Budget
$30,900
$134
$66
$50
$70
$32
$31,252

Over/(Under)
($4,716)
($134)
$184
$134
($70)
0
($4,602)

Old business
• Zajac benefit
Virgil read the new bulletin since the event is
postponed from April 16 to June 6, due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
• Welcome Center
Pastor Hartten showed pictures of the two optional
colors for the Welcome Center sign. Council
reinforced the recommendation of the Worship
Committee to go with the green lettering.
• Five week absent phone calls
The phone calls will be on hold because of the
church services and activities being cancelled for
now.
• District meeting, October
Peace Lutheran will host the Oct. 3 district meeting
of the NALC. We are responsible for lodging on
Friday night for out-of-town participants. The meeting
will start at 10 a.m. and finish at 3 p.m. Fellowship
Committee will serve lunch at the church. Council will
be looking into the possibility of church members
volunteering to take the out-of-town participants into
their homes on Friday night. Participants may choose
to stay in a hotel, but at their own expense.
• Retreat Update
All council members read the book, “Autopsy of a
Deceased Church”, by Thom S. Rainer before the
retreat. The book was about why churches have closed
and ways to keep our church alive and well. At the
retreat, we discussed what Peace Lutheran Church
(PLC) was like 20 year ago compared to today, ways
that PLC connects with the communities in the area,
ways PLC can redistribute its funds from a
predominantly inward to a predominately outward
focus, the importance of prayer and the purpose of
PLC. PLC needs to work on our purpose through the
year, focusing on worship, serving and loving.
The council looked at all the information from the
Congregational Forum that was held on Feb. 2, 2020.
Pastor Hartten asked each of us to pray over each
focus area to see where God is calling us. Further
discussion will take place at our next meeting.
Standing Committee Reports
• Worship Committee sent via email
Ken Berry
The Worship Committee will be ordering the
Welcome Center sign.
Continued on Page 3
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Ed Zajac Benefit Dinner postponed
The planned April 16 dinner to benefit PLC Navy veteran Eddie Zajac
has been postponed until June 6 because of the Coronavirus outbreak.
Organizing and planning of the event will continue in the meantime,
though, as committee members seek donations and contributions from
area businesses and individuals.
The benefit will have an old-time USO show theme of the kind military veterans saw during service overseas featuring music, live singers
and a “Bob Hope” stand-up comedy routine.
The benefit will also feature a 50/50 raffle, a silent auction of valuable
items and a fun trivia contest. Bratwurst and hot dogs, beans, coleslaw,
delicious desserts and a beverage will be served. Advance ticket prices
will be $8 for adults and $4 for children, or $10 adults and $5 for children
at the door.
Eddie served aboard the guided missile cruiser USS Towers. He recently underwent a leg amputation made necessary by complications related to diabetes. He faces considerable surgical and therapy expenses and
all benefit proceeds will go to help offset these expenses.
Watch for updates in this newsletter as we continue to monitor the situation and pray that the virus will not worsen in the weeks ahead.
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New Business
• Council greeters for April
This is on hold for now until our services start
again.
• MailMax ad for Easter
We will not have a normal advertisement about our
Easter service since we do not know whether we will
be able to have an Easter service this year. Bob made
a motion for an advertisement to be put in the Mail
Max with the following slogan: “Peace Lutheran
Church wishes you a blessed Easter” along with our
address. Rich seconded the motion and the motion
carried.
• Temporary cancellation of services
Virgil made a motion to cancel all services and
activities through Palm Sunday. Bryan seconded the
motion and the motion carried. The church office will
still be open from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. Monday
through Thursday. Council decided that calls would be
made weekly to members to chat with them and find
out how they are doing during this time.
• Booth at Berrien County Youth Fair
Bob Phillips suggested a booth at the Youth Fair
for our church. Bob will find out the deadline to sign
up for the space. Cost would be under $500. Bob
suggested forming a sub-committee, which will
include the youth and members from the worship
committee and fellowship committee. Further
discussion will take place at the April meeting.

Continued from Page 2

Fellowship sent via email
Christine Bennett
Fellowship committee discussed their part in the
fundraiser for Ed Zajak and also discussed the Palm
Sunday Brunch for April 5. Brunch will be cancelled
due to COVID-19.
• Building/Property
As caretaker of our church’s physical facility,
Virgil Bennett went over information on the
disinfecting products he is using and his method of
cleaning and sanitizing. He is staying on top of the
latest CDC and World Health Organization
recommendations and guidelines.
• Pastor’s Report Sent via email Pastor Hartten
Concerns of the novel Coronavirus have prompted
the Council to make changes out of love to protect the
health of congregation members and guests.
The Tuesday lunchtime prayer meeting is down to
one lay person attending. Pastor would like to see the
prayer meeting moved to an evening time in the hopes
that more people might attend.
The summary of pastor's activities are as follows:
Church Council, Coronavirus Webinar, Dean’s
Responsibilities, Home Visits, Hospital Visits, Leap
Year Dinner & Dance, Lutheran Clergy Text Study,
Men’s Thursday Bible Study, Mutual Ministry, No
Regrets Men’s Bible Study, Office Visit, Tuesday
Prayer Meeting, Tutoring at Upton Middle School,
Motion to adjourn: Herb made a motion to adjourn.
Worship Committee, Sunday Worship Services,
Closing prayer: Council joined together in praying
Youth Sunday School.
the Lord’s Prayer.
•
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THIS MONTH’S READINGS
Sun., April 5 - Palm Sunday
John 12:12-19, Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 118:19-29, Philippians 2:5-11

Sun. April 12 - Resurrection Sunday
Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 16
Colossians 3:1-4, Matthew 28:1-10

Thurs., April 9 - Maundy Thursday
Exodus 24:3-11, Psalm 116:12-19
Hebrews 9:11-22, Matthew 26:17-30

Sun., April 19 - Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:29-42, Psalm 148
1 Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31

Fri., April 10 - Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalm 22
Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9, John 18:1-19:42

Sun., April 26 - Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, Psalm 116:1-14
1 Peter 1:17-25, Luke 24:13-35

Birthdays

Shut-In’s
To keep our shut-ins safe,
please call the church
office for mailing
addresses.

2 Bill Konar
2 Judy Priebe
5 Vicki Hettig
7 Les Collins
7 Kevin Kutchie
9 Gary Walker
10 Kevin Fitzpatrick
12 Harold Lick
13 Bob Roberts
15 Cliff DeSchaaf
19 Barb Morgan
19 Richard Steinbauer
25 Pat Greenburg

26 James Chartrand
26 Ted Hollacher
28 Sandy
Schuermann

Anniversaries

20 Rich & Norma
Carpenter
24 Jim & Shirley
Chapman Jr.
26 Larry & Nan
Hacker
26 Eddie & Lisa Zajac

Marian Hogue
Ruth Retzke
Betty Robbins
Roger and Elaine
Sirk
Barbara Southland
Mildred Wantz

As some of you may
know, Jim and Judy
Priebe moved to the
Detroit area last week
to be closer to their
children. If you did not
have a chance to wish
them well, the home
phone number listed in
the church directory has
been transferred to a
cell phone and can still
be used to get in touch
with them.

He Is Risen and Lives - Therefore:
By Pastor Don Ginkel—Lakewood, CO

•

•

quit going about gloomy and dejected as though you
were going to God's funeral, but know that Jesus lives and
shall live forevermore . . .
• quit worrying about the stock market and the coronavirus but know that the Lord will see you through anything
and everything. It's a promise He makes to you (Psalm 23).
• quit living your life with the attitude and expression
that you have little or nothing, when the living Lord guarantees that you have the greatest gifts that one can possess .
..
• quite looking at all the obstacles and problems about
you, and look up to see the living God and know that He
still reigns and rules . . .
• quit worrying about whether the government is doing
all they can for you, and know what God has done and what
He will continue to do for you in all your needs . . .

quit playing around with God's Word and know that He
who lives will carry out that Word to the letter . . .
• quite finding an excuse for not serving people and the
church when He not only sees you, but also knows how
feeble many of your excuses really are . . .
• do know that as a child of the living God, you are the
most blessed and fortunate of all people . . .
• do know that you did not choose God, but that He
chose you, that you might be His own, live under Him, and
serve Him . . .
• and be steadfast, unmovable, ALWAYS ABOUNDING IN THE WORK OF THE LORD. The Holy Spirit,
who is your Comforter, gently reminds you: "Cast all your
anxiety on Him because He cares (literally He is caring)
for you" (1 Peter 5:7).
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Holy Week begins Sunday!
Join us for worship on Facebook Live
or watch the services later on YouTube.

Palm Sunday, April 4 - 10:15 a.m.
Maundy Thursday, April 9 - 7 p.m.
Good Friday, April 10 - 7 p.m.
Easter, April 12 - 10:15 a.m.

Covid-19 and the
Stay Home, Stay Safe order has us
rethinking church
Join us for “live” worship at our normal times on the
Church Facebook Page:

Peace Lutheran Church NALC
or catch us later on the church
YouTube channel:

Pastor Peace

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIZ8L41wJIGdyn8Ki818dA

3590 Lincoln Avenue
St. Joseph, MI 49085
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