
  

Peace Lutheran Church 
3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI  49085 
Phone:  269-556-7000 
Church Office Email:   

PeaceLutheranStJoe@sbcglobal.net 

Church Website: 
Peacelutheranstjoe.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9 a.m.—12 p.m. 
 

Pastoral Contact Info: 
Rev. Steve Hartten 

Senior Pastor 
Phone: (H) 281-0307 

(C) 303-638-7598  
 

Rev. Ronald Schmidt 
Staff Pastor 

Phone: (H) 983-2590 
 

Audio/Video Requests: 
For Audio CD call: 

Josh Lochner  429-4415 
For Video DVD call: 

The Church Office 556-7000 
 

Weekly Worship & 
Praise Opportunities: 

Sunday  
10:15 a.m.  Worship 

also streamed on  
Facebook Live 

    or 

YouTube Live  
Permission to podcast/stream 

the music in our services 
obtained from One License 

with license #A-722704. 

Words have power.  When said in jest 
they can make us laugh, when spoken 
in anger they can make us cry.  
Spoken tenderly, they can provide 
comfort, when backed with strong 
emotions they can motivate us.  
Words also influence our thoughts.  
How we use words matter, especially 
as Christians who are disciples of the 
living Word. 
John’s Gospel begins with a soaring 
introduction: “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was 
in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through him, 
and without him was not anything 
made that was made.  In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men…
And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.”  (John 
1: 1-4, 14) 

The Word became flesh, became the 
baby Jesus whose birth we just 
celebrated, and the Word grew to be    

 

the man who 
willingly went 
to the cross to 
die for our sins 
so that we could 
be reconciled 
with God.  This 
living Word had 
power; when he 
taught, he spoke 
with authority 
that confounded 
the religious leaders.  When spoke he 
brought about healing in individuals 
simply be declaring it to be so.  As 
God in the flesh Jesus retained the 
authority to speak healing into reality, 
for he retained the Divine nature that 
spoke creation into existence.  Jesus is 
the only person in human history who 
could declare something that was not 
and it came to be true. I am aware that 
our divided nation requires healing; it 
is important that we find ways to 
come together, for a house divided 
against itself cannot stand. (Matthew 
12: 22-28)   

Continued on Page 4 
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Monday, December 21, 2020 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Members present: Barb Berry, Teresa Hogan, Herb 
Kroening, Bob Phillips, Bev So, Bryan Sorensen, Ed 
Zajac 
 
Absent: Virgil Bennett, Rich Steinbauer 
 
Also Present:  Pastor Hartten via Zoom 
 
Call to Order  
 Bev So called the meeting to order at 6:42 p.m. 
 
Open Devotion/Prayer      Pastor Steve Hartten 
Pastor’s devotion was based on John Henry Newman.  
Newman said we are not simply to believe, but to 
watch. To watch for Christ is to live upon a person 
who is present with you so that your eyes follow his, 
that you anticipate his wishes, that you smile his smile 
and rejoice in his success.  To follow Christ is to live 
like this.  Pastor prayed.   
 
Approval of December agenda   Bev So 
Bryan made a motion to approve the December agenda 
and Ed Seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Approval of November 2020 minutes made via 
email. 
 
Treasurer’s report     Jon Kooiman (acct. mgr) 
November      Actual    Budget  Over/(Under) 
Offerings             $14,752       $15,450       ($698) 
Thrivent Choice          -             $67        ($67) 
Soup Kitchen       -         $33        ($33) 
Fellowship     395              $25        $370  
Misc.          -      $35        ($35) 
Interest        $4         $16         0 
Total      $15,151   $15,626      ($463) 
 
Year-to-Date Actual    Budget     Over/(Under) 
Offerings         $161,512     $169,950       ($8,438) 
Thrivent Choice      $556       $737       ($181) 
Soup Kitchen  $500       $363        $137 
Fellowship  $1,027       $275         $752 
Misc.     -         $385           ($385) 
Interest    $153       $176         ($23) 
Total      $163,748      $171,886        ($8,138) 
 

 
Council received copies of the 2021 Proposed budget. 
The budget will wait until January to be approved. 
 
Old Business 
 
Christmas tree lighting             Bev 
 
It turned out to be a wonderful evening.  Everyone 
enjoyed it and would like it to continue next year 
 
Christmas Eve on the lawn       Bev 
 
There will be a short outside Christmas Eve service on 
Thursday, December 24, at 5:45 p.m. for about twenty 
minutes.  Pastor Schmidt will read from Luke and the 
congregation will sing Christmas carols.  Theresa will 
take pictures on Christmas Eve. 
 
Covid 19 update and discussion    Bev/Pastor 
 
Council discussed the reopening of the church.  Based 
on the COVID numbers, the church will possibly open 
sometime in January. 
 
Update on office administrator replacement   
                                                           Pastor Hartten 
 
Brandi is doing very well and training is in progress.  
 
Basement repair update   Virgil Bennett/Pastor 
 
The gutters at the church are fine, but more 
downspouts are needed to keep water out of the 
basement. Virgil said with the help of some members, 
the church can buy the materials and members will fix 
the problem. 
 
Roof re-shingling/repair discussion Virgil/Bev 
 
Council has paperwork from the three estimates.  Final 
decision will be made in January and presented at the 
congregational meeting.   
 

Continued on Page 3 
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Council Minutes 
Continued from Page 2 
 

Standing Committee Reports 
 
Fellowship            Bev 
 
The fellowship committee decorated the tree and the 
sanctuary for Christmas. 
The committee also delivered Christmas tins and 
portals of prayer to 25 member residences. 
 
Building and Grounds        Virgil 
 
Dominic So and Virgil put in the sticks as markers for 
the snow plowing. 
 
Pastor’s Report        Pastor Hartten 
The summary of the pastor’s activities are as follows:  
Dean Phone Calls, Christmas Eve Planning, Church 
Council Communication Specialist Skill Test, 
Executive Committee Meeting, Funerals, Interview 
Committee Meeting, Joining Jesus Book Study, 
Lutheran Text Study (Zoom), Mission District Zoom 
Meeting, PCAT Training, Planning for Pastor 
Fiesner’s Funeral in Manistee, Set Up Christmas Tree, 
Tuesday Prayer Meeting on Zoom, Sunday Worship 
both in-person and on-line only. 
 
New Business 
 
Request from Samaritas     Pastor Hartten 
 
Samaritas is a Lutheran social services group. There is 
a branch in St. Joseph.  They work with families 
where children have been separated.  The group is 
looking for a safe place for parent/child meetings and 
would like permission to meet at our church.  They 
would need a key to the building.  Hours would be 
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. but could go a little later.  
The council has questions before making a decision.   
 
Election of Officers for 2021       Bev 
The council voted for the election of officers for 
2021.  Herb nominated Barb Berry for secretary, 
Bryan seconded and the motion carried.  Ed made a 
motion for Rich Steinbauer for vice president, Bryan 
seconded and the motion carried.  Bob nominated Ed 
Zajac for president, Herb seconded and the motion 
carried.  
  
Fresh Eyes for Ministry     Pastor Hartten 
The council was given paperwork concerning this 
ministry.  This has been tabled until January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
Theresa made a motion to adjourn. 
 
Closing prayer Pastor Hartten 
The council closed the meeting with the Lord’s prayer, 
led by Pastor Hartten. 
 

_______________________ 
 

Pastor’s Message 
Continued from page 1 

 
How do people who cling to various realities as 
“truth” agree on what is true?  Can we at least 
agree that the Living Word that became flesh 
spoke truth, and lived truth?   When Jesus was on 
trial before Pontius Pilate he said, “For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have 
come into the world--to bear witness to the 
truth.” (John 18:37a)  If we can agree on this, can 
we then agree to apply the standards Jesus lived 
and taught to evaluate current situations?  Perhaps 
then we can begin to find a way forward towards a 
united path. 
Words have power, may we respect the power that 
they have, and may we use the Words that Jesus 
gave us as a guide not only for our lives, but for 
discerning what is true. 

 

Bible Study on Galatians 
Pastor Steve will be leading a Bible Study on the 
Book of Galatians beginning in mid-January.  The 
ten-session course will be held on Sunday night 
and Monday afternoon.  The Sunday night class 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. and will be conducted via 
Zoom.  The Monday class will be in-person in the 
Fellowship Hall and will meet at 1:00 p.m.  Please 
contact the church office 556-7000 or use Pastor's 
email to register.  pastorpeacestjoe@gmail.com 

mailto:pastorpeacestjoe@gmail.com
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Make God the one thing you pursue 

above anything else. 

As a new year begins, here are 5 spiritual disci-
plines you can practice to make time with God a 
daily habit. 

Give thanks 

“We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for 
your name is near. We recount your wondrous 
deeds.” – Psalms 75:1 

Have you experienced healing? Answered prayers? 
Breakthrough in the life of someone you love? Sal-
vation? As you seek God’s heart for this new sea-
son, take a moment to thank Him for what He’s al-
ready done. 

Spend 5 minutes in silence 

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, nei-
ther can you, unless you abide in me.” – John 15:4 

Abiding in Jesus starts with stillness. Pause, take a 
deep breath, and give anything concerning you over 
to God. Spend 5 minutes centering your heart on 
the One who matters most. 

Remember Whose you are 

“You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body.” –
 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

God loves you. (Let that sink in.) The price He paid 
for you cost Him everything. Remind yourself of 
Whose you are, and then confidently dream big with 
God for this new season. 

Meditate on God’s Word 

“Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the 
day.” – Psalms 119:97 

How does Jesus want you to live? One of the best 
ways to find out is to spend time in Scripture. As 
you do, ask God to speak to you through His Words 
about what your next right step should be.  

Focus on what is excellent 

“…If there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.” –
 Philippians 4:8 

You have been given the mind of Christ. If you’re 
not sure of what you should do in your next season, 
try asking yourself: What is praiseworthy? What de-
cisions would honor God? 

Make a list of whatever comes to mind, and inten-
tionally pursue those things. 

By practicing these 5 steps every day, you can ac-
tively create keystone habits: acquired patterns of 
behavior that form the basis of your daily routines. 

Imagine what good, personal habits you might be 
cultivating a year from now because you purpose-
fully chose to pursue intimacy with God today! 

Sun., Jan. 3 -  Second Sunday after Christmas 
 1 Kings 3:4 –15, Psalm 119: 97-104    

 Ephesians 1: 3-14, Luke 2:40-52 

Sun.,  Jan. 10 - Baptism of Our Lord 
 Genesis 1: 1-5, Psalm 29 
 Romans 6: 1-11, Mark 1:4-11 
 
Sun., Jan. 17 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20), Psalm 139: 1-10 
 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20, John 1: 43-51 
 
Sun., Jan. 24  – Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Jonah 3: 1-5, 10, Psalm 62 
 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (32-35), Mark 1:14-20 
 
Sun., Jan. 31 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Deuteronomy 18: 15-20, Psalm 111 
 1 Corinthians 8: 1-13, Mark 1: 21-28 

 

THIS MONTH’S  
READINGS  

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PSA.75.1
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PSA.75.1
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PSA.75.1
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/JHN.15.4
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/JHN.15.4
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/JHN.15.4
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1CO.6.19-20
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1CO.6.19-20
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1CO.6.19-20
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PSA.119.97
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PSA.119.97
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PHP.4.8
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PHP.4.8
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/PHP.4.8
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1CO.2.16
https://blog.youversion.com/2019/09/5-ways-to-start-a-habit/
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JANUARY  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30 

 
  
 

9-12 Office Hours 
 
 

10:15 Worship 
w/communion  

Office closed 
 

Office closed 
 

Office closed 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Prayer Mtg via 
Zoom 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Prayer Mtg via 
Zoom 
   

 

9–12 Office Hours 

9-12 Office Hours 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
7p Prayer Mtg via 
Zoom 
 

 9–12 Office Hours 
7p Worship 
Committee Mtg 

Office closed 

 9–12 Office Hours 
6:30p Council Mtg 

10:15 Worship  
w/communion 

10:15 Worship  
w/communion 
 

10:15 Worship 
w/communion  
 

 

9-12 Office Hours 
 
 
 

9–12 Office Hours 
 
 
 

News Due 
9–12 Office Hours 
 
 

 

 

9-12 Office Hours 
 

9-12 Office Hours 
 

9-12 Office hours 
7p Prayer Mtg via 
Zoom 

Office closed 

9-12 Office Hours 

Lt/jg Chad 
Knipschild 
301 Maple 
Edgewater, MD 
21037 

To keep our shut-ins 
safe, please call the 
church office for 
mailing addresses.  
 
Ruth Retzke 
Elaine   Sirk 
Mildred Wantz 

24 Hilde Boozer 
27 Shelley Wilson 
30 Mo Nurbhai 
30 Rachel Thomas 

19 Frank & Delores 
 Gaul 
26 Bob & Linda 
 Roberts 

1 Jim Bauer 
5 Keegan Kutchie 
5 Karen Richardville 
7 Judy Konar 
9 Jill Chapman 
10 Dominic So 
13 Gloria Harbin 
14 Denise Mahler 
15 Dolores Kraklau 
16 Evelyn Chevrette 
18 Kevin Kunst 
18 Wayne 
 Schuermann 
21 Terry Enders 
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3590 Lincoln Avenue 
St. Joseph, MI   49085 

 

  

 

Semi-Annual 

Congregational 

Meeting 
The regularly scheduled congregational meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for January 31st. The meeting 
will definitely be held within 3 weeks of resuming 

in-person worship. Please watch “This Week at 
Peace” and Facebook for more information. 


